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P R E F A C E 

The first number of this annual Review was published last year, when the circum-
stances leading to its genesis were fully explained. While it may be recalled that it was 
primarily intended to be a report for the tenth meeting of the Central Advisory 
Board of Archaeology, it also fulfilled its wider function of acquainting the interested 
public with the progress of archaeology in the country. The present number covers 
practically the same field and follows the same arrangement as its predecessor. 

My thanks are due to my colleagues in the Circles and Branches constituting the 
Department for their reports, which have supplied material for the major portion of this 
Review, and to those at Headquarters for their help in its preparation and printing. I am 
also grateful to the Archaeological Officers of the States of Hyderabad, Madhya Bharat, 
Mysore, Rajasthan, Saurashtra and Travancore-Cochin for the material supplied by them, 
which have been utilized as necessary. Dr. H. D. Somalia, Shri K. G. Goswami, Dr. 
Moreshwar G. Dikshit, Shri G. R. Sharma and Shri Vijayakanta Mishra have immensely 
obliged me by supplying reports and illustrations relating to the valuable excavations 
carried out by them. 

NEW. DELHI A. GHOSH 

The 1st August 1955 
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INDIAN   ARCHAEOLOGY   1954 55  

ðA   REVIEW  

I.   GENERAL  

As many as twenty excavations, thirteen of them by the Union Department of 
Archaeology, one by a State Department arid the remaining six by universities and learned 
institutions, were undertaken in different parts of the country during the year under 
review. Not all of them were conducted on large scales; nevertheless, the number itself is 
sufficiently encouraging. 

Most of the excavations were rich in results, and some were of far-reaching signi-
ficance. The last lingering doubts as to whether the Harappa culture had really extended as 
far south as the interior of the Kathiawad peninsula were dispelled by the discovery of five 
Indus seals, together with an assemblage of other typical Harappan objects, at the 
mound of Lothal at Saragwala in District Ahmedabad. A renewed excavation at Rangpur, 
another Harappa site, 30 miles to the south-west of Lothal, definitely established the 
co-occurrence of the buff ware and red ware, a fact fully confirmed at Lothal. Furthermore, 
the existence of a later culture at Rangpur, into which the Harappa merges, opens up 
new possibilities for a restudy of the problems relating to the disappearance of the 
Harappan folk. 

The second Harappa cemetery, the first being at the type-site itself, was excavated at 
Rupar, while a late phase of that culture was identified at the neighbouring site at Bara. 
Further work at similar sites will be helpful in clarifying the differentiae of this phase. 

Next to nothing was known about the protohistoric and early historical archaeology 
of central India and the northern Deccan only five years back. Persistent fieldwork has 
now brought to light a distinct sequence of cultures in this region from a chalcolithic age, 
separated from the palaeolithic by an undefined length of time, down to the period when 
the Northern Black Polished Ware came into vogue. This year's work at Nevasa, on the 
Pravara, a tributary of the Godavari, and at Prakash, on the Tapti, added to our knowledge 
of this far-flung chalcolithic culture, chiefly characterized by microliths and a painted 
red pottery and sometimes by neolithic artefacts. The accumulated material is now 
sufficient for an intensive study of the regional variations of this culture. 

Previous excavations at Maheswar and Rangpur had shown that a black-and-red 
pottery, technically allied to the 'megalithic' pottery of south India (though the genetic 
relationship between   the  two and their typological similarities remain unestablished) 
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formed an important link between the protohistoric and historical periods in western and 
central India. This year, Ahar, near Udaipur in Rajasthan, where this ware occurs in 
abundance, was systematically excavated and a chronological variation in the ware no-
ticed. The zone of the ware is not far removed from the fringes of the horizon of the 
Painted Grey Ware, and the location of a site containing both will go a long way in 
interlocking the early cultures of northern, western and central India. 

The excavation of the Buddhist establishment of Ghoshitarama at Kausambi was 
completed, and the remains of the adjacent eastern gateway of the city were exposed. The 
elaborate plan of the latter added to the existing data on ancient Indian fortifications. 
Significant facts about the nature, extent and destruction of the Mauryan palace at 
Patali-putra were brought to light by the current work at Kumrahar. The excavation at 
Tam-luk in West Bengal, where the earliest occupation was found to be neolithic in 
character and which was seen to have imported or produced the rouletted ware during the 
period of Indo-Roman contacts-, is, it is hoped, the beginning of a planned campaign of 
systematic work in east India. 

A cemetery with urn-burials, without any stone circles or covering slabs but still affi-
liated to the full-fledged megaliths by the presence of the Black-and-red Ware, was exca-
vated at Amirthamangalam in the lateritic zone of Chingleput District. Whether the com-
parative simplicity of the burials represented here has any chronological relevance in 
the sequence of south Indian burial-monuments remains to be seen. 

Following the decision of undertaking an intensive and extensive programme of 
excavation of the famous Buddhist remains in the Nagarjunakonda valley, prior to its sub-
mergence under deep water as a result of an elaborate irrigation-project, excavation, com-
menced here on a large scale at different spots, laid bare a few monasteries, stupas and 
temples, one of which was a hill-edifice dedicated to Hariti. Another Buddhist establishment 
was exposed at Sirpur in Madhya Pradesh along with a large number of sculptures 
and other objects, including bronzes and an inscription of the eighth century ruler 
Balarjuna. 

In the field of epigraphy the outstanding discovery of the year was a version of the 
Minor Rock-edict of Asoka, who is here mentioned by name, at Gujarra in Vindhya Pradesh. 
Among the other new records mention may be made of: a Kushan inscription from near 
Mathura, which narrows down the gulf between the hitherto-known dates of Huvishka 
and Vasudeva to four years only; an inscription from Orissa which proclaims the 
Sailod-bhava Madhavavarman II as the performer of asvamedha; an Ajivaka inscription 
from Kanchipuram, most probably belonging to the reign of the Pallava Narasimhavarman 
II; an inscription from Indragarh, Madhya Bharat, introducing a Rashtrakuta ruler 
Nannapa, in whose times a Pasupata teacher built a Siva temple; an inscription from 
Tanjore District, recording the deaths of two generals of the Chola Rajendra II in a battle; 
three records of the reign of the Yadava Singhana, all from Anantapur District,  referring 
to a 
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guild of agriculturists; a prasasti from the Kamakshi temple at Kanchipuram, which 

describes the relationship subsisting between the Hoysala king Ballala III and the 

southern powers; and a number of Persian inscriptions from Kathiawad, important for 

the medieval history of Gujarat and for  the study of the contemporary social conditions. 

A vast number of monuments were, as usual, attended to this year. Out of them 

special mention may be made of the following. An intensive programme of repairs, including 

the improvement of the precincts, to the tomb of Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan at New 

Delhi was framed and is now being executed. The intrados of the upper dome of the Taj 

Mahal was replastered to effect the periodical extraction of salt from the thick shell of 

brickwork, of which the dome is constituted. The work of providing internal tie-rods to 

hold together the outer and inner walls of the Dargah of Sheikh Salim Chishti at Fateh-pur 

Sikri proceeded according to plan. 

The temple-group at Khajuraho continued to receive attention, and steps are 

being taken to dress and turf the compounds of the temples to remove their barren 

look. 

The problem of rendering safe the surviving minor of the Dharara Mosque at 

Bana-ras received urgent attention, and a committee of experts was formed to advise on 

its 

preservation. 

Extensive work continued in the Sun temple at Konarak to implement the recommen-

dations of the Konarak Temple Committee. Repairs to the earthquake-damages at the 

Sibdol temple at Sibsagar, Assam, are in progress: this year the facade was largely 

re-veneered with property bonded stones of size, and the golden pinnacle was reset in its 

original position on the top of the 120-ft. high sikhara. 

Of the monuments in Hyderabad State the maintenance of which has now devolved on 

the Union Department of Archaeology, the caves at Ajanta, Ellora, Pitalkhora and 

Aurangabad, the temple at Hanamkonda, the forts at Golconda and Warangal and 

Bibi-ka-Maqbara at Aurangabad were attended to with great care. So were the monuments 

in Mysore, e.g., the temples at Halebid, Mosale, Belavadi and Sringeri and Tipu Sultanôs  

palace at Bangalore.  

The reinforcement of the groyne-wall at the Shore temple at Mahabalipuram was 

completed this year. The removal of later accretions in the compound of the Brihadisvara 

temple at Gangaikondacholapuram has given an altered appearance to its precincts. 

Special attention was bestowed on some of the rock-cut caves in Bombay State. The 

gunite-layer on the roof of the main cave at Elephanta, no longer fulfilling its function, was 

removed for a careful observation of the sources of water-percolation before its renewal. 

The programme of putting in order the monuments in the long-neglected Chitor 

fort in Rajasthan was further carried out, work being for the present restricted to the Jaina 

temple Sringar Chauri, Banbir's wall, Rana Kumbha's palace and Mira Baiôs temple. 

The consolidation of the masonry in these monuments is infusing new life into them, and 
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the extensive clearance of masses of debris is not only imparting to them a fresh look but is 
bringing out unsuspected features in their construction. 

The monuments at Mandu in Madhya Bharat received attention as before.   A fallen 
bastion in the fort at Raisen, Bhopal, was rebuilt with old material. 

The work of the application of chemical methods for the amelioration of the natural 
decay of monuments and for the preservation of mural paintings has enormously 
increased of late. This year the Lingaraja temple at Bhuvaneswar, the sculptures at 
Khajuraho, the Main Stupa at Sanchi and the sculptures and inscriptions in the Karla and 
Bhaja caves were among the monuments which were chemically cleaned and preserved. 
The painted surfaces at a large number of monuments, including the caves at Ajanta, Ellora, 
Bagh, Badami and Sittannavasal, and medieval and late monuments, as at Fatehpur Sikri, 
Sikandara and Baroda, were treated. The Chemical Branch also undertook researches in 
different directions, including soil-analysis and geochronology. 

The Department of Archaeology has had till now practically no contacts outside the 
limits of India, which is no doubt as surprising as it is regrettable, when the ancient rela-
tions of India with her neighbouring countries, all of them deeply permeated by her cul-
tural forces, are recalled. This year's exhibition of Buddhist art and antiquities at Ran-
goon, organized by the Department with objects from its own collections and from other 
museums, must, therefore, be regarded as a unique event in its annals. 



 

2.   EXCAVATIONS
1
 

NEVASA, DISTRICT AHMEDNAGAR.
2
ðThe excavation conducted by Dr. H. D. 

San-kalia and Shri S. B. Deo of the Deccan College Post-graduate and Research Institute 
under the auspices of the University of Poona at the 70-ft. high mound, locally known as 
'Lad-Mod' on the south bank of the Pravara river, was wrought with important and 
far-reaching results, inasmuch as it provided for the first time a fairly complete sequence of 
cultures (fig. 2), viz., the palaeolithic in two stages, neolithic-chalcolithic, early his-
torical, Roman-Satavahana and early Muslim (Bahmani). 

The earliest occupation was represented in the three layers of gravel, which contained 
two types of lithic industries. One, probably the earlier, was a handaxe-industry on trap 
rock. It was typologically Acheulian (pl. I). The second industry consisted of compara-
tively small cores, flakes, scrapers, blades and burins of jasper, carnelian and other fine-
grained stones (pls. II and III). Of the five fossil-bone specimens, one found in situ in the 
hard cemented gravel (the first bed from the bottom) was, according to the Geological 
Survey of India, a fragmentary left mandible of Bos namadicus with M2, P4 and P3. It 
is interesting to note that Bos namadicus had previously been reported from the Narmada 
gravels of the Middle Pleistocene. It is thus most probable that the larger palaeoliths 
from the basal beds would be equally old, whereas the smaller tools from the middle and 
upper gravels, of an altogether different technique, would belong to the Upper Pleistocene. 

Overlying these gravel-beds was a sterile layer of sandy silt, about 20 ft. thick, which 
seemed to be the last phase of the aggradation of the river. Immediately above this 
layer was the black soil, the cradle of the chalcolithic culture. From this black soil 
upwards the occupation-debris was nearly 30 ft. thick, falling into five distinct cultural 
phases. 

The first phase was characterized by the presence of polished pointed-butt axes of 
trap rock with lenticular section (pl. IV A) and microliths of chalcedony made by the 
special method called 'the crested ridge and ripple-marked core technique'. The 
latter included flakes, ripple-marked cores, crested-ridge flakes, serrated two-and 
one-edged knives, parallel-sided blades, triangles, trapezes, crescents and scrapers. Besides, 
polished stone axes of trap, round sling-stones of quartz and hammer-stones of trap and 
quartz were also found. The use of metal was attested to by the discovery of a copper or 
bronze bead, a hook and a chisel. 

Excepting huge storage-jars and burial-urns, pottery was painted usually in black on 
a fine red or dark chocolate surface. It was generally wheel-made, of thin section, 
well-fired and with a red slip on both the sides.   The most common shapes were bowls 
with 

1 
See fig. I 

2 
Information from Dr. H. D. Sankalia. 
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concave rim and rounded base and spouted vessels with flaring rim, angular shoulder, 
rounded base and long side-spout or drinking tube painted along its length or at its 
edge. With the single exception of a sherd preserving the painted hind part of a dog-like 
animal (pl. V A), the designs on the pots were essentially geometric and were extremely 
limited in variety, consisting of hatched squares, triangles, rhomboids, intersecting circles 
and angular or oblique lines. A few beads of carnelian, chalcedony, bloodstone, faience 
and steatite, the last of the tubular and segmented type, gave some idea of the ornaments of 
the period. 

The authors of this chalcolithic culture lived in huts with square or rectangular plans 
as suggested by the alignment of post-holes with a flooring of either gravel mixed with lime or 
burnt black soil and lime. Their burial was of the fractional type (pls. IV B and V B). After 
partial cremation or exposure of the body, the bones were placed in a hand-made urn, which 
was covered by another urn and then laid in a north-south direction. The culture has been 
dated to about I000 B.C. on the basis of its affinity with the Stone Axe Culture of 
Brahmagiri in Mysore on the one hand and the microlithic blade-industry of Navda Toli 
in Central India on the other. 

After this the site was deserted for a time, the break being indicated by the lime and 
hemp flooring of the next phase sealing off the earlier debris. This second phase ushered in 
the early historical period. Houses were made as before with uncut timber, though bricks 
now came into use for flooring, walls and wells and tiles for roofs. The general use of iron 
was suggested by the occurrence of sickles, axes, plough-shares and leaf-shaped daggers or 
spear-heads. The common pottery was of ordinary red ware, while the specialized 
industry was the black-and-red ware. Of the Northern Black Polished Ware only one 
sherd was found. The beads were of various shapes and materials including clay, glass, 
paste, faience, steatite and semi-precious stones. The occurrence of wheat and pulses 
shows the earliest use of these grains in the Deccan. Numerous coins of potin, lead and 
copper of the Satavahana rulers help to date this phase to a period between the third 
century B.C. and the first century A.D. 

The third phase was only a continuation of the second one, as it was not altogether 
different from the latter. Its most important feature was the gradual disappearance of 
the black-and-red ware and the emergence of the fine Red Polished Ware with sherds of 
the imported Mediterranean amphora. The occurrence of the latter indicated trade with 
the Roman world, the effect thereof being reflected in the construction of houses, which 
were now built on an extremely well-laid foundation. In the Red Polished Ware a few 
sherds appeared to be definitely Samian in character. The Roman contact was also 
suggested by the presence of fine, translucent, light blue glass bangles, beads and an imi-
tation (in lead) or original coin of Tiberius. The other features of the preceding phase, in-
cluding Satavahana coins, continued in this phase as well. For distinguishing it from the 
preceding one this phase is called Indo-Roman or Roman-Satavahana. 

The fourth phase, characterized by the presence of fine art-objects, viz., a small 
kaolin head of a boy, called the 'Smiling Boy of Nevasa' (pl. V C) and a 
minutely-carved terracotta Nandi, was a short-lived one. The manufacture of shell 
bangles was a flourishing cottage-industry in this period. 
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The fifth phase, notable for the industry of fine polychrome glass bangles, is dated 
with the help of the coins of the Bahmani period. 

RUPAR, DISTRICT AMBALA .ðThe Excavations Branch under Dr.Y.D. Sharma con-
tinued its operations at Rupar, concentrating mainly on the excavation of a part of the 
cemetery of the Harappa period, which had come to light in previous years. The 
cemetery, now a low mound, lies about I60 ft. to the west of the main habitation. The 
results were important, as previously all information regarding the burial-practice of the 
Harappans had almost solely been derived from cemetery R 37 at Harappa. The 
cemetery-area at Rupar had been considerably disturbed by the later occupants of the 
site, mainly by the users of the Painted Grey Ware. Most of the skeletons were so 
much knocked about that they were available only in parts (pl. VI), and some seemed to 
have been totally removed, not necessarily out of deliberate volition but merely in the 
course of digging pits for diverse needs. However, some of the burials were sufficiently 
intact to give an adequate idea of the method of burial. 

The grave-pits, the earlier ones dug into the natural soil, varied in dimensions. On an 
average they measured 8 ft. by 3 ft. and were 2 ft. deep. The body was laid in the pit 
generally with the head towards the north-west. One of the excavated skeletons, however, 
lay north-south. While a few of the burials contained no funerary goods, most of them had 
an assemblage of pots at the head, feet and on the sides of the body. Normally, vessels were 
placed on the same level as the body, but one burial revealed a departure. Here the pots 
were arranged and then covered with earth. The body was placed last and the pit 
finally sealed. During the primary filling with earth, some of the pots got 
dislocated from their position and were thus found lying below the body (Pl. 
VII).  

Among the exposed burials the number of pots varied from two to twenty-six 
(pl. VIII A). Personal ornaments found in the graves included bangles of faience and 
shell, a copper ring and some beads (pl. VIII B). Most of these ornaments were not 
found in their original position, but a faience bangle was still on the left wrist of the wearer 
(pl. VI), while another skeleton had a copper ring on the middle finger of the right 
hand. It may be recalled that at Harappa a copper ring was found on the right ring-finger of 
a skeleton. The beads were mostly found loose in the burials. The grave-pit was filled 
with the excavated earth flush with the ground-surface. 

The wide brick wall of Period III {circa 600-200 B.C.) discovered last year was further 
pursued and turned out to be the retaining wall of a large tank fed by rain-water through a 
brick-built inlet (pl. IX). 

BARA AND SALAURA , DISTRICT AMBALA .ðThe Excavations Branch also undertook 
limited excavations at the mounds at the villages of Bara and Salaura, adjacent to each other, 
about 5 miles south of Rupar. The object was to investigate if further evidence could be 
had to confirm the gap between the end of the Harappa culture and the arrival of the 
Painted Grey Ware people that was evident at Rupar. The excavations confirmed this gap 
by evidence of an indirect kind (fig. 3). 

While at Bara the entire mound was found built up of the accumulations of late 
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Harappa times, at Salaura, about 300 yards to its east, the earliest occupation started with 
the Painted Grey Ware. Above the Painted Grey Ware levels there were deposits of two 
different periods, the lower one datable approximately to Kushan times and the upper 
one to the medieval period. Bara was poor in structures, and Salaura revealed structures 
only in the medieval horizons. 

The excavation at Bara, however, threw important light on the course that the 
Harappa culture had taken on the upper Sutlej. Apparently the arrival of the Harappans on 
the Sutlej was a continuous process; they came in wave after wave, the subsequent incomers 
bringing new ideas and ceramic traditions. At Rupar, two main phases were indicated in 
the deposits of the Harappa culture: the lower one represented a late phase of the mature 
Harappa culture, while the upper one offered certain new traditions in ceramics. For 
instance, while the typical Indus goblet with pointed bottom was already rare in the lower 
Harappa levels, in the upper levels it was almost absent. Terracotta cakes also became 
scarce in the upper deposits, where, however, certain characteristic incised designs on 
pottery, the source of which is still uncertain, began to appear. The entire accumulation at 
Bara, on the other hand, showed this late phase, and the accumulations being about 15 ft. 
thick it is reasonable to surmise that Bara was still occupied when Rupar had been 
deserted by the Harappans, for here the Indus goblet was represented only in lower levels, 
and that too by hardly half-a-dozen sherds. Terracotta cakes were equally rare. There was, 
however, a diversity in slips and paintings (pls. X and XI A), not to be met with in lower 
levels at Rupar. Some of the pottery-shapes were also new, and the practice of decorating 
pots by horizontal or wavy incised lines and other patterns was quite prominent, although 
this decoration seemed to be confined to large water-jars and cooking vessels (pl. XI B). 
This tradition has not been recorded at Harappa and Mohenio-daro but is abundantly 
represented at the Harappa sites in Bikaner. 

RANGPUR, DISTRICT JHALAWAR .ðAS a result of the excavation conducted at this 
place in 1953-54, definite evidence of Harappan affinity in the material equipment of the 
culture of its lower levels had been found. The occurrence.of buff ware along with red 
ware, however, needed further investigation. Excavation was, therefore, resumed this 
year by Shri S. R. Rao of the Western Circle. 

Further evidence was available to show that Rangpur had been a Harappa settlement 
with a long life. A number of animal-motifs, such as bull, peacock (pl. XII A) and deer, 
were found painted on pottery. A mud-brick fortification-wall, 6 ft. 3 in. thick, was 
noticed in the earliest period. Further above, but still belonging to the same culture, 
were found drains and mud-brick structures in three different levels. With the discovery of 
Indus seals at Lothal, another Harappa settlement 30 miles north-east of Rangpur, where 
pottery identical with the Rangpur red and buff wares was found (below, p. I2), no doubt 
now lingers that Rangpur was a Harappa settlement. The excavation confirmed the 
earlier report that the buff ware was coeval with the red ware. 

Another important contribution of this excavation was that it provided for the first 
time a continuous cultural sequence from the Harappa to the period prior to the Northern 
Black Polished Ware with hardly any break. Unlike Harappa and Mohenjo-daro, the 
Harappa culture here died a natural death; for it gradually deteriorated and transformed 
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itself into the subsequent culture, characterized by the use of a lustrous red pottery. The 
culture of this transition-period, while maintaining its individuality in its preference for 
vessels of smaller size with a shining red surface (pl. XII B), borrowed freely from the 
degraded Harappa culture the technique of paring pottery and continued to use certain 
Harappan ceramic types. Gradually the thick fabric gave place to a thin one and painting in 
light black over light red slip to deep black on pink and deep red. 

As regards shapes, the typical Harappan types underwent a gradual change, and new 
ones came into vogue. The black-and-red ware painted in white or black, made familiar at 
Maheswar and Ahar (in levels earlier than those of the N. B. P. Ware at the former place), 
was noticed in the topmost level of this post-Harappa culture, of which crude microliths 
and terracotta animal-figurines were other features. 

LOTHAL, DISTRICT AHMEDABAD.ðThe surface-finds in the form of pottery, chert 
blades, beads, terracotta cakes and bricks of Harappan size indicated the rich potentiality 
of the extensive mound (I900 ft. long, I000 ft. wide and 20 ft. high) known as Lothal in the 
village of Saragwala. In order to determine whether it was a full-fledged Harappa 
settlement, in which case it would further indicate the southern extension of the zone of 
the Harappa culture, the place was subjected to intensive excavation by the Western 
Circle under Shri S. R. Rao, as a result of which three phases of that culture came to 
light. The earliest phase, represented by a 4 to 5 ft. thick debris with fragments of red 
and buff ware pots, appeared to have been washed away by a flood. The second phase was 
marked by a clay rampart, 8 ft. high and more than 16 ft. thick. The last and most 
important phase was a settlement made over the rampart after the latter had been greatly 
damaged by floods. Like Rangpur the drains were built of burnt bricks, while the other 
structures were of mud-bricks (pl. XIII). 

The discovery of steatite bangles, bowls and ear-rings, hundreds of beads (pl. XIV) of 
steatite, faience, agate, carnelian and gold, chert blades (pl. XV A), copper arrow-heads and 
weights exactly similar to those found at the Harappa sites and, above all, Indus seals and 
sealings (pl. XV B), bearing the characteristic script and motifs like unicorn and including 
terracotta pieces with seal-impressions, dismissed once for all the last shreds of doubt as to 
the southern extension of the Harappa culture. As at Rangpur, the pottery was usually of 
thick fabric, was either red or buff and included beakers, goblets, troughs, 
dishes-on-stand, knobbed vessels with flaring sides, lamps and perforated jars (pl. XVI). 
The painting, normally in light black over red and, in the case of buff wares, in chocolate, 
consisted mostly of linear designs (pl. XVII A). 

A huge earthern jar covered by a stone with a course of bricks all round it was found to 
contain a few pieces of bone, a copper bangle and a copper arrow-head and might have 
been a burial (pl. XVII B). 

The excavation at Lothal has established that the Harappa culture did not confine 
itself to north-west India but extended all over Saurashtra and as far south as the northern 
reaches of Bombay State (also below, p. 59). When completed, this excavation, supple-
mented by that at Rangpur, is likely to go a long way in filling the gap in west Indian 
archaeology by establishing a continuous sequence from the Harappa to the pre-Buddhist 
period and throw light on the circumstances leading to the end of the Harappa civilization. 

12 
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PRAKASH, DISTRICT WEST KHANDESH.ðWith the aim of finding out the nature of 
the chaicolithic phase of western India and assigning to it a relative chronology based on a 
stratified sequence, excavation was undertaken by the South-western Circle under Shri 
B. K. Thapar at the 70-ft. high mound at Prakash at the confluence of the rivers Tapti and 
Gomai (pl. XVIII). 

Excavation here exposed 55-ft. deep occupational strata (pl. XIX) belonging to four 
cultural periods. The earliest settlers (first millennium B.C.) used microliths (pl. XX A). 
The use of copper, though known, was extremely scarce. The principal ceramic industry 
of this people comprised a distinctive painted red ware with designs executed in black on 
red-slipped surface; the designs consisted mainly of hatched diamonds, horizontal or 
oblique bands, criss-cross and wavy lines, ladder-pattern and also animal-motifs (pl. 
XX B). In association with this industry was found a burnished grey ware of thinner fabric, 
occasionally having faint linear designs in white. Some of the sherds with thicker and 
coarser fabric in dull grey ware seemed to be treated with an ochre-paint mainly on the 
rim-portions. Beads of shell-paste and semi-precious stones were also obtained from this 
period. 

Period II (circa fifth -first centuries B.C.), which began after a lapse of time, as 
indicated by a thin deposit of gravel at the site, represented a full-fledged iron-using culture 
characterized by the use of the well-defined black-and-red ware in association with iron 
objects. The occurrence of sherds of the distinctive Northern Black Polished Ware towards 
the later part of this Period indicated intercourse with sites of comparable date in the 
Ganga-Yamuna valley and also provided a firm datum for fixing the chronology. Below the 
lowest occurrence of the Northern Black Polished Ware was a I4 to I5 ft. thick deposit 
yielding the black-and-red ware. Soakage-jars (pl. XXI A) and a ring-well found in this 
Period throw some light on the system of drainage prevalent in those days. Noteworthy 
finds in this Period included beads of semi-precious stones, glass and terracotta and 
bone objects (pl. XXII). 

The succeeding Period, dating from about the first century B.C. to the fourth century 
A.D., was marked by the presence of the Red Polished Ware in the well-known sprinkler-form, 
which is found widely distributed in western and central India. Notable antiquities of 
this Period comprised exquisitely-decorated shell bangles (pl.-XXI B), terracotta figurines 
and copper objects, including antimony-rods and a bell with an iron tongue. Part of a brick 
structure was also encountered in the upper levels of this Period. 

The last occupational Period (after the fifth century A.D.) yielded a non-descript 
class of pottery both in black and in red-slipped ware, showing a predilection for grooved 
shoulders and carinated forms. Painted glass bangles and a tiny image of Ganesa formed 
the typical finds of this period. 

PURANA QILA , NEW DELHI.ðWith a view to ascertaining the antiquity of the site 
and finding out if it was identifiable with Indraprastha of old, a trial-excavation was 
carried out by Shri B. B. Lal of the North-western Circle. 

The excavation revealed that the site had been under occupation round about I000 
B.C., when the people used distinctive bowls and dishes of the Painted Grey Ware. The 
metal chiefly used was copper, of which sickles, nail-parers, antimony-rods, etc., were found. 
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By the sixth century B.C. the Northern Black Polished Ware had come into use. 
Houses were now constructed of kiln-burnt bricks, and terracotta ring-wells were used 
for soakage of refuse-water (pl. XXIII). Copper was supplemented by iron, and a system 
of coinage (punch-marked and cast copper coins) came into being. 

Thereafter, the site came successively under the sway of the rulers of Mathura in the 
second century B.C., the Yaudheyas in the first century A.D. and the Kushans in the 
second-third centuries A.D. (pl. XXIV A). The pottery now used was dull red, with a 
variety of stamped designs (pl. XXIV B). Among other objects, particular interest attaches 
to the excellently-moulded terracotta figurines in the Sunga style from the early levels of 
this period. 

The excavation could not be completed, and thus it is not possible to say how much 
later than the Kushan period the site continued under occupation. 

AHAR, DISTRICT UDAIPUR.
1
ðThe village of Ahar, about 3 furlongs from the Udaipur 

Railway Station, is known in medieval inscriptions as Aghatapura. It was the capital of 
Guhila kings, the ancestors of the Ranas of Mewar, before they migrated to Chitor. 
Close to it, on the bank of the rivulet, also called Ahar, lies a mound locally known as 
Dhulkot. A trial-excavation had been undertaken here by the Rajasthan Archaeological 
Department in I952. However, from the single trench then excavated, the sequence of 
cultures was not clear.   Excavation was, therefore, resumed here this year. 

The occupational deposit of over 30 ft. represented two main cultures separated by a 
break. The first occupation started over a thin sandy deposit of natural soil underlain by 
rock-beds of the Aravalli system. Its characteristic industry was a black-and-red ware, the 
like of which has in recent years been found at several sites in central and western India. 
The ware had a long life at Ahar, occupying that it did a thickness of nearly 20 ft., and 
could be divided into three phases. In the lowest phase the texture and' fabric of the 
ware were rather coarse, and the pots were polished on the exterior only. In the middle 
phase they became finer and were polished both inside and outside. A large number of 
them were also painted, usually in white but sometimes in black, with patterns of parallel 
lines and dots. In the final phase a devolution in the ware appears to have set in. Another 
ceramic tradition, a red ware painted in black on a slipped surface, also made its 
appearance in this phase. Throughout its occurrence the black-and-red ware was 
associated with a plain red ware with incised designs on shoulders. In the upper levels of 
this lower culture were found soak-wells lined with rings of baked clay, which have been 
found almost all over India at early historical sites. 

A couple of microliths were also found in the middle and upper strata bearing the 
black-and-red ware, which lends further support to the view that at Ahar the ware was 
an extension from central and western India. 

The upper culture was characterized by a plain red ware in numerous shapes, some 
of which, such as lids with miniature jars serving as knobs, lids with lamps on rim and 
pear-shaped jars, recall similar shapes from historical sites in northern India and Madhya 
Bharat.   Votive tanks were also a feature of this culture. 

I
 Information from the Chief Superintendent of Archaeology and Museums, Rajasthan State. 
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EXCAVATIONS 

The continuous occupation of the site over a long period was also evidenced from 
several building levels. The houses were built either of stone or of mud-bricks, and they 
were roofed with earth laid on bamboos and wattles. There was evidence that entire 
houses sometimes crumbled down owing to fire. Houses in the top levels of the lower 
culture were provided with earthen bins for storage and fire-places for cooking (pl. XXV). 

As the beginning of the black-and-red ware in central India is dated to circa 500 B.C. or 
earlier, we may assume that the lower culture of Ahar went back to that period. The upper 
culture was probably contemporaneous with Kushan times. 

MATHURA.ðThe importance of Mathura in early history, the rich literary tradition 
behind it and, above all, the valuable collection of coins, terracottas, inscriptions and 
stone sculptures recovered from the surface and from sporadic digs pre-eminently point it 
out as a most promising site for systematic excavation. The presence of the Northern 
Black Polished Ware and the recent discovery of the Painted Grey Ware at the vast 
Katra mound, which represents a large part of the ancient urban settlement, provided 
additional incentives. Furthermore, an exploratory survey revealed the existence of two 
rings of mud-ramparts, the first elliptical in shape and the second quadrangular and com-
prised within the first, as if signifying a citadel. The small-scale excavation of this year 
was the joint effort of Shri M. Venkataramayya of the Northern Circle and Shri Ballabh 
Saran of the Headquarters office. 

A small trench was laid about 500 ft. to the north of the superimposed mosque of 
Aurangzeb. Overlying the natural soil, of compact clay and kankar bands, at a depth of 42 
ft., where the area under excavation was very limited, were found a few sherds of handmade 
pottery. Within the narrow space of the trench no Painted Grey Ware was found, but the 
first 6 ft. over the natural soil were equally devoid of the N. B. P. Ware and contained only 
types in plain grey and polished black wares found at Hastinapura. The other finds were 
terracotta discs, balls, beads and a boat-shaped bird and perforated pottery. On the basis 
of analogous finds from other sites the Period may be ascribed to the sixth century B.C. 

The second Period was characterized by the use of the N. B. P. Ware and was divi-
sible into three sub-periods. The earliest of them yielded remnants of 
bamboo-and-reed huts with scanty baked bricks, bone needles or styli, carnelian amulets 
and beads and figurines of Mother-Goddess in grey and animals, including a dog, in red 
terracotta. Three ring-wells also belonged to this sub-period. In the middle 
sub-period were found square copper coins, gadrooned and cylindrical terracotta beads, 
ear-ornaments, etched carnelian beads, copper antimony-rods, grey terracotta figurines of 
Mother-Goddess with applied girdles (pl. XXVI A, top left) and elephant-figurines with 
lozenge-shaped eyes and bodies decorated with punched, stamped or notched circlets and 
enormous tusks (cf. pl. XXVII B), The last sub-period saw a vigorous 
building-activity in baked bricks, three phases of a coppersmith's furnace and workshop, 
with several moulds, copper coins and beads of shell, glass and crystal. The terracotta 
female figurines (pl. XXVI B) with gorgeous head-dresses and monkeys with three legs, 
possibly serving some religious purpose, were mostly in red but sometimes in grey.    
Usually one side of the figurines was 
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