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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 

This sixth number of the annual Review tries to embody, like its predecessors, 
information on all archaeological activities in the country during the previous year. 
The varied sources of information are obvious in most cases: where they are not, they 
have, as far as possible, been suitably acknowledged. 

From the ready and unconditional response that I have all along been receiving to 
my request for material, it is obvious that it is realized at all quarters that the Review 
has been performing its intended function of publishing, within the least possible time, the 
essential archaeological news of the country. 

At the same time, as it incorporates news obtained from diverse sources, the 
assumption of responsibility by me, as the editor, for the accuracy of the news, much 
less of the interpretation thereof, is precluded. 

My sincerest thanks are due to allðofficers of the Union Department of 
Archaeology and of the State Governments, heads of other organizations concerned 
with archaeology and individuals devoting themselves to archaeological pursuitsð 
who have furnished me with material that is included in the Review and to those 
colleagues of mine in the Department who have assisted me in editing it and seeing it 
through the press. 

New Delhi: A. GHOSH 

The 10th September 1959 
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INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 1958 -59 

-A REVIEW  

I. GENERAL 

URING THE YEAR 1958-59 AN ALL-ROUND PROGRESS IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

activities was recorded in the country. 

The explorations of the year covered all parts of the country and all the early 
epochs of her history. Tools of Series I and II and microliths were recovered from 
many river-valleys and other localities, a large number of them already examined before 
and others brought to notice for the first time. Apart from the recovery of a large 
number of tools, no outstanding stratigraphic evidence about their occurrence seems to 
have been recorded, except perhaps some reported observations in the Narmada 
valley. Nevertheless, the explorations have resulted in the location of a large number of 
new implementiferous sites, which have enlarged the horizon of the early Stone-Age 

cultures of India.      

The excavation of an ash-mound at Utnoor in District Mahbubnagar revealed 

its neolithic character. 

* * * * *  

Important were the surveys of some tracts which are to be drowned in the near 
future as a result of irrigation-projects. Such tracts were the Chambal valley in Dis-trict 
Mandasor of Madhya Pradesh State and the Tapti valley in District West Khandesh of 
Bombay State. The surveys resulted in the discovery, in some cases followed by 
excavations, of sites of a varied nature. In the Chambal valley there were discovered 
early and late palaeolithic localities, rock-shelters with primitive paintings and medieval 
temples In the Tapti valley sites variously with tools of Series I and II, microliths and 
chalcolithic relics were found. It is hoped that further and more intensive explora-tions 
will be carried out in these regions before they are finally lost for all investigation. 

* * * * *  

Fraught with remarkable results was the excavation at Alamgirpur, a site 28 
miles to the north-east of Delhi, which has been proved to have been a station of the 
Harappa culture. The discovery of that culture well within the Ganga-Yamuna valley 
enormously enlarges its horizon, apart from opening up new possibilities for the 
investiga-tion into the genesis of the early cultures in the Ganga basin. At Alamgirpur 
the Painted Grey Ware culture succeeded the Harappa, but as there was a hiatus between 
the two here as at Rupar, it has been of no avail in the establishment of any direct link 
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between the two; nevertheless, it has added a pier to the bridge which, it is hoped, will 
one day connect the end of the one with the beginning of the other. 

The year's excavation at Lothal was important in more ways than one. In the 
first place, a late phase of the Harappa culture, already known at Rangpu and. other 
places in the Gujarat peninsula, was detected in a localized part of Lothal itself. 
Secondly, an enormous brick enclosure was exposed; if it represents something like a 
wharf, as has been believed, it would be an interesting testimony to the water-borne 
trade carried out by the Harappans of Lothal. Thirdly, of the graves excavated in the 
cemetery-area, threeðall of the earlier phasesðemtombed two individuals. The 
significance of this practice of double burial will be better understood when the anthropo-
logist's report on the skeletons is available. 

Rojdi, in Saurasthtra, continued to be excavated and revealed different phases of 
the Harappa culture. 

Renewed excavation at Navdatoli, which has already established itself as the 
key-site of the chalcolithic culture of the Narmada basin, confirmed and, to a certain 
extent, modified the previous results. The excavators now feel that there is evidence to 
show that the site had Iranian contracts from its very inception. A link between the 
Narmada and Godavari cultures was provided by the occurrence of the Jorwe Ware in 
Phase III of Navdatoli. Significant were the Carbon-14 dates obtained for the material 
from the site. 

At Daimabad in the Godavari valley was secured interesting evidence on 
chalco-lithic burial-practices. 

To turn to the Ganga valley again. Excavation at Sravasti yielded a few 
speci-mens of the Painted Grey Ware in association with what may be regarded as the 
immediate predecessor of the Northern Black Polished Ware from its lowest 
pre-fortification levels. Also interesting was the find of iron, as at Alamgirpur, along with 
the Painted Grey Ware. It appears that both the sites represent that last phase of the 
Painted Grey Ware culture which was absent at Hastinapura on account of its having 
been de-serted as a result of a heavy flood during the lifetime of that culture. Painted 
specimens of the Northern Black Polished Ware formed a feature which Sravasti shared 
with Kausambi, where also such specimens were found in this year's excavation. 

The excavation at the fortifications of Kausambi continued to yield interesting 
evidence about the defensive system of the site and its stratigraphy. With its origin 
seemingly going back to an age prior to the Northern Black Polished Ware, it also seems to 
have lost its defensive function fairly early in the life of the city. 

Vaisali, an early historical city in northern Bihar, was re-excavated. The 
de-fences had three Periods, the earliest overlying deposits with the Northern Black 
Polished Ware and the latest believed to belong to the late Kushan and early Gupta 
age. In the core of the earliest defences were a few grey sherds with paintings, identical 
pottery having been found with the Northern Black Polished Ware in a habitation-site as 
well. 

At the stupa-site of Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh, despoiled long ago, could 
still be traced, by excavation, the base of the stupa. Also were discovered relic-caskets 
which had luckily escaped vandalism. 



GENERAL 

Work at Nagarjunakonda, with its relics of a most varied nature, continued in 
full swing. Neolithic burials, microliths, megalithic tombs, Buddhist and Brahmanical 
monuments and the citadel of the Ikshvakus figured among the excavated remains. 

Excavation at T. Narasipur in the upper Kaveri valley yielded polished stone 
axes and pounders in its lowest levels, associated with thick burnished grey, orange and 
red wares.    In the next Period occurred the full-fledged megalithic Black-and-red Ware. 

At Chandraketugarh in West Bengal, a larger part of the temple, traced last 
year, was brought to light.   It is believed to belong to the Gupta age. 

An apsidal structure, the first in east India, was excavated at the top of the 
Udayagiri hill in Orissa, well -known for its rock-cut Jaina caves. 

The remains of two most impressive Buddhist monasteries were laid bare at 
Ratnagiri in Orissa, where a large stupa had been exposed in the previous year. Ratna-giri 
has now taken a definite place in the history of late Buddhist art and architecture. 
Interesting was the discovery of sealings showing that the Buddhist establishment had 
borne the same name as the place does today. 

The medieval fortifications of Delhi were further investigated in the Mehrauli 
area to the north of the Qutb. 

The epigraphical discoveries were many and varied.   Some inscriptions supply 
new dates for known rulers and a few introduce new rulers. 

Of the other discoveries, mention may be made of additional finds of stone 
sculptures from the Buddhist caves at Pitalkhora in the Deccan. Previously-unnoticed 
Buddhist caves were found at Khambhalida in Saurashtra. Excavation at the top of 
the caves at Junagadh exposed the remains of residential structures. 

A large number of monuments received attention by way of structural repairs, 
chemical preservation and general tidying up. 

The architectural survey of temples progressed satisfactorily.    In the north, 

the Gupta temples and the early medieval temples of Rajasthan, Gujarat and central 

" India were studied.   In the south, interesting results were obtained by the analysis of 

the elements of Pallava and other contemporary rock-cut cave-temples and monolithic 
temples. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 
 



 

 
 



II. EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS
1
 

ANDHRA PRADESH 

1. EXCAVATION AT AMARAVATI, DISTRICT GUNTUR.ðShri Krishna Murty 
of the Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project of the  Department,  under the  direc- 
tion   of Dr. R.   Subrahmanyam,    brought  to  light  the  damaged  portion  of the 
original drum, ayaka-platforms and pradakshina-patha of the despoiled stupa (pl. I A). 
The stupa itself measured 168 ft. in diameter and the pradakshina-patha, excluding the 
base of the railing, 11 ft. in width.   Of the other structures, belonging to three Periods, 
those of Period I were meagre and consisted only of a dilapidated brick floor and steps 
of irregular Cuddapah slabs.   Period II included an oblong chamber, a votive stupa, 
10 ft. 8 in. in diameter, and a lime-concrete floor with plinths of various dimensions. 
Belonging to Period III were an elaborate enclosure-wall, 129 ft. long and 3 ft. 9 in. 
wide, with Cuddapah-slab flooring in the  interior, three votive stupas, a shrine of 
Jambhala, five brick platforms and three isolated brick walls. 

The association of the Northern Black Polished Ware with Period I, of the 
Rouletted Ware and limestone sculptures of the second-third centuries A.D. with 
Period II and of the Celadon Ware and Tantric icons with Period III would reveal that the 
site had been in occupation from the third-second centuries B.C. to the ninth-tenth 
centuries  A.D. 

The antiquities included five crystal caskets (pl. II A) recovered from the slots 
made for them in the urdhva-patha of the railing. An inscription of the second century 
A.D. referred to the restoration (nava-kamma) and another to the installation of the 
chetiya-kambha with dhatu on the southern side of the stupa. Also were found slabs 
portraying scenes from the life of Buddha such as the Mahabhinishkramana (pl. II 
B), stone images of Buddha and late deities (pls. I B and C and II D), particularly 
Maitreya, Heruka, Tara and Ugra-Tara, a stucco image of Jambhala and a limestone 
lotus-medallion (pl. II C). 

2. EXCAVATION AT NAGARJUNAKONDA, DISTRICT GUNTUR.ðIn continua- 
tion of previous years' work (Indian Archaeology 1954-55-A Review,

2
 p. 22; 1955-56, 

p. 23; 1956-57, p. 35; 1957-58, p. 5), excavation was further extended this year to 
cover an  area   of about 1,800 acres by the Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project 
of the Department, under Dr. R. Subrahmanyam, assisted by Shri M. D. Khare, 
Shri H. Sarkar, Shri Abdul Wahid Khan and Shri Raghbir Singh, with the general 
guidance of Shri T. N. Ramachandran.   The discoveries included neoliths, microliths 
and megalithic burials, apart from numerous structures of the historical period, the 
more important of which were a burning ghat, a temple of Ashtabhujasvamin, a wide 
irrigation-canal and a thirtysix-pillared mandapa. 

One of the areas yielded microliths of non-geometric shapes in jasper, quartz, 
quartzite, chalcedony, agate and crystal, without any pottery associated with them, the 

1
 See fig. 1.   
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types represented being the point, burin and scraper, besides cores and coarse flakes. In 
another area microliths and coarse flakes (pl. III A, second row) were found in 
association with pottery, mainly with a brown slip, conforming to the neolithic pottery of 
Nagarjunakonda. The microliths belonged essentially to a short-blade industry, 
consisting of lunates, crescents, crescentic points, scrapers, etc., besides a large number 
of fluted cores (pl. III B, first and second rows). 

To the west of this area was another area with neolithic pits, their contents being 
pottery, animal bones, microliths (pl. III B, third row) and flake tools (pl. III A, first 
row), besides other stone objects and paste beads. The pits, mostly circular, varied in 
diameter from 3 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. Post-holes near the edges of some of them suggested their 
probable use as a sort of shelter. One of the pits had an articulated skeleton as in 
'sagging burials'. A large number of polished stone axes, blades and flakes of crystal 
(pl. III B, fourth row) and a bone tool were picked up from the area. The types of pottery 
(fig. 2), in burnished grey, reddish brown and black- and cream-slipped wares, were the 
typical neolithic urn with a flaring and out-turned rim, deep bowl and shallow 
lid-cum-dish, besides sherds with spouts, flat bases and ring-bases. The pottery was 
mostly hand-made. The decorations were simple and consisted of incised oblique lines or 
leaf-designs, besides the usual band or rib around the body. 

 

Megalith II (1957-58, p. 5), an untrimmed cairn-circle with an external diameter of 
24 ft. 10 in. (fig. 3), was found to enclose an oblong pit, which, at a depth of 6 ft. 5 in., 
contained an extended and partly-disarticulated adult skeleton oriented north-south on 
a layer of ash on the pit-floor. The broken skull was found in the northern part of the 
pit. There were six iron objects, including a javelin, 5 ft. 9 in. long, and presumably a 
tanged dagger, besides pots. 

Further excavation at Stupa 9 revealed four structural phases (pl. IV A), the 
renovation of the last but one phase having taken place in the ninth regnal year of 
Ehuvula Chamtamula. A small fragmentary inscription recovered from one of the 
chambers of the stupa mentioned kumara-siri-Vira, indicating that the complex had 
been in existence during the time of Virapurushadatta. Contiguous to this was a unique 
memorial stupa with a svastika at the centre of the base (pl. IV B). 

An oblong residential brick structure, having four compartments with a common 
verandah, was found to the west of the 'auditorium'. It was superimposed by an early 
medieval structure, associated with iron slag, terracotta pipes and grey-ware pottery. 
Nearby was a lime-kilnða circular rubble structure with narrow passages on four sides. 

Of the excavated Buddhist remains, one was a rubble stupa with four associated 
votive stupas. The former was decorated on the exterior with sculptured slabs. One of 
the frieze-beams recovered from the site contained the representation of the 
Vessan-tara-Jataka and an inscription mentioning Vichayapuri, perhaps standing for 
Vijaya- 

pun. 
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The other Buddhist structures included: a chaitya-griha with a row of cells 
towards the south in a fair state of preservation; a four-spoked stupa with 
ayaka-platforms and a square central hub; a monastery complete with a four-spoked 
brick stupa, in an enclosure; a three-winged vihara with three cells in each row; and a 
sixteen-pillared hall. 

A thirtysix-pillared mandapa, adjacent, to a brick hall, possibly used as a 
provision-shop, was exposed to view. Nearly a dozen storage-jars were found inside the 
hall, along with a few miniature vessels, which might have been  measures. 

On the bank of the river Krishna, in the north-eastern corner of the valley, long 
rows of pillared mandapas had previously been noticed, superimposed by medieval 
rubble structures. These later structures were removed to expose the plans of the under-
lying early Ikshvaku buildings. During this operation, a slab bearing an inscription 
(pl. V A), dated in the ninth regnal year of the Abhira king Vasishthiputra Vasushena 
and recording the consecration of a wooden image of Ashtabhujasvamin, was discovered. 
The record further mentioned maha-talavara maha-gramika maha-dandanayaka 
Sivasena of Kausika-gotra, the Yavana princes of Sanjayapuri, Saka Rudradaman of 
Avanti and Vishnurudrasivalananda Satakarni of Vanavasa, who appear to have had 
some share in the consecration of the image and benefactions made in the reign of the 
Abhira king. 

The structural remains in the area comprised three shrine-chambers with a 
dhvaja-stambha opposite one of them. Two inscribed conches (pl. V B), one bearing in 
addition an incised chakra on a pedestal flanked by ankusa and chhattra on either side, 
were found; one of the inscriptions read bhagavato Athabhujasamisa and the other 
dach-chinakanasara. A gold plaque (pl. V C), with a nobleman holding a lotus and 
standing in the posture of adoration, was among the antiquities recovered from the 
area. 

Excavation on the northern slopes of the Nagarjuna hill on the river-bank 
revealed to view remains of a cremation-ground (pl. VI A), presumably of the royal 
family of the Ikshvakus. It had three units. The first consisted of huge pillared halls 
with seating arrangements, fixed bana-lingas at the corners and screened mandapas. A 
sculpture of a lady against a ladder, as though jumping into fire (pl. VI B), might suggest 
that sati had been practised here. Slightly to the west of this and at a higher level was 
the second unit, also a pillared hall. Another sculpture of a lady lying in state (pl. VI C) 
was recovered from this site, along with huge pots used in funerary functions. The third unit 
comprised a ruined temple of Siva fronted by a dhvaja-stambha with an inscription of the 
reign of Ehuvala Chamtamula referring to the god Bhagesvara (?). 

Interesting was the discovery of a canal, 30 ft. wide and 6 ft. deep, running 
east-west, belonging to the Ikshvaku period. With ramps on both sides (pl. VII A), the 
canal-bed was traced to a length of 1000 ft. On the southern side of the canal were 
two mandapas, one a chatuhsala and the other a sixteen-pillared hall. 

Interesting data, particularly on the sequence of structures built for military or 
residential purposes, were brought to light inside the citadel. Outside the western 
gateway of the citadel, the existence of an outwork or barbican was suggested by a strong 
brick wall, 6 to 7 ft. in height and 3 to 4 ft. in width. Extentions to the east of the 
asvamedha-complex brought to light a number of residential structures enclosed by a 
bnck wall, suggesting a deliberate partition for the royal buildings in this part of the 
citadel. 

Exploration revealed that the valley had four fortifications (fig. 4). The first, 
built of rubble, stood at the entrance to the valley from the eastern land-side. The 
second, archaeologically the most important, enclosed the citadel of the Ikshvakus, 
the bulk of the Ikshvaku buildings being situated between the 300- and 400-ft. contours. 
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