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INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 1958 -59

-A REVIEW

. GENERAL

URING THE YEAR 195859 AN ALL-ROUND PROGRESS IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL

activities was recorded in the country.

The explorations of the year covered all parts of the country and all the early
epochs of her history. Tools of Series | and Il and microliths were recovered from
many rivervalleys and other localities, a large number of them already examined before
and others brought to notice for the first time. Apart from the recovery of a large
number of tools, no outstanding stratigraphic evidence about their occurrence seems to
have been recorded, except perhaps some reported observations in the Narmada
valley. Nevertheless, the explorations have resulted in the location of a large nofmber
new implementiferous sites, which have enlarged the horizon of the early&gene

cultures of India.
The excavation of an aghound at Utnoor in District Mahbubnagar revealed
its neolithic character.

* * * * *

Important were the surveys of some tracts which are to be drowned in the near
future as a result of irrigatieprojects. Such tracts were the Chamlallay in District
Mandasor of Madhya Pradesh State and the Tapti valley in District West Khandesh of
Bombay State. The surveys resulted in the discovery, in some cases followed by
excavations, of sites of a varied nature. In the Chambal valley theredsemvered
early and late palaeolithic localities, reskelters with primitive paintings and medieval
temples In the Tapti valley sites variously with tools of Series | and Il, micrcditids
chalcolithic relics were found. It is hoped that further andamnotensive exploriions
will be carried out in these regions before they are finally lost for all investigation.

* * * * *

Fraught with remarkable results was the excavation at Alamgirpur, a site 28
miles to the nortkeast of Delhi, which has been proved to have been a station of the
Harappa culture. The discovery of that culture well within the Gafajauna valley
enormously enlarges its horizon, apart from opening up new possibilities for the
investga-tion into the genesis of the early cultures in the Ganga basin. At Alamgirpur
thePainted Grey Ware culture succeeded the Harappa, but as there was a hiatus between
the two here as at Rupatr, it has been of no avail in the establishment of any dikrect li
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between the two; nevertheless, it has added a pier to the bridge which, it is hoped, will
one day connect the end of the one with the beginning of the other.

The year's excavation at Lothal was important in more ways than one. In the
first place, a late phase of the Harappa culture, already known at Rangpu and. other
places in the Gujarat peninsula, was detected in a localized part of Lothal itself.
Secondly, a enormous brick enclosure was exposed; if it represents something like a
wharf, as has been believed, it would be an interesting testimony to thehoaber
trade carried out by the Harappans of Lothal. Thirdly, of the graves excavatea in
cemeteryarea, threé all of the earlier phasdsemtombed two individuals. The
significance of this practice of double burial will be better understood when the anthropo
logist's report on the skeletons is available.

Rojdi, in Saurasthtra, continued to be excavated and revealed different phases of
the Harappa culture.

Renewed excavation at Navdatoli, which has already established itself as the
key-site of the chalcolithic culture of the Narmada basin, confirmed and,dertain
extent, modified the previous results. The excavators now feel that there is evialence
show that the site had Iranian contracts from its very inception. A link betiheen
Narmada and Godavari cultures was provided by the occurrence of the \Marein
Phase Il of Navdatoli. Significant were the Carbbs dates obtained for theaterial
from the site.

At Daimabad in the Godavari valley was secured interesting evidence on
chalcalithic burial-practices.

To turn to the Ganga valley again. Excavation at Sravasti yielded a few
specimens of the Painted Grey Ware in association with what may be regarded as the
immediate predecessor of the Northern Black Polished Ware from its lowest
pre-fortification levels.Also interesting was the find of iron, as at Alamgirpur, along with
the Paintedsrey Ware. It appears that both the sites represent that last phase of the
PaintedGrey Ware culture which was absent at Hastinapura on account of its having
been deserted as result of a heavy flood during the lifetime of that culture. Painted
specimen®f the Northern Black Polished Ware formed a feature which Sravasti shared
with Kausambi, where also such specimens were found in this year's excavation.

The excavation at the fortifications of Kausambi continued to yield interesting
evidence about the defensive system of the site and its stratigraphy. With its origin
seemingly going back to an age prior to the Northern Black Polished Ware, it alsageems
have lost its defensive function fairly early in the life of the city.

Vaisali, an early historical city in northern Bihar, wasenecavated. The
de-fences had three Periods, the earliest overlying deposits with the Northern Black
Polished Ware and thetkst believed to belong to the late Kushan and early Gupta
age. In the core of the earliest defences were a few grey sherds with paintings, identical
potﬁery having been found with the Northern Black Polished Ware in a habisitesas
well.

_ At the stupasite of Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh, despoiled Iongiiago, could
still be traced, by excavation, the base ofshea.Also were discovered relicaskets
which had luckily escaped vandalism.



GENERAL

Work at Nagarjunakonda, with its relics of a most varied nature, continued in
full swing. Neolithic burials, microliths, megalithic tombs, Buddhist and Brahmanical
monuments and the citadel of the Ikshvakus figured among the excavated remains.

Excavation & T. Narasipur in the upper Kaveri valley yielded polished stone
axes and pounders in its lowest levels, associated with thick burnished grey, orange and
red wares. In the next Period occurred theffetiged megalithic Blaclandred Ware.

At Chandraketugarh in West Bengal, a larger part of the temple, traced last
year, was brought to light. It is believed to belong to the Gupta age.

An apsidal structure, the first in east India, was excavated at the top of the
Udayagiri hill in Orissa, wik-known for its rockcut Jaina caves.

The remains of two most impressive Buddhist monasteries were laid bare at
Ratnagiri in Orissa, where a largiipahad been exposed in the previous year. Rgina
has now taken a definite place in the history o€ IBuddhist art and architecture.
Interesting was the discovery of sealings showing that the Buddhist establishment had
borne the same name as the place does today.

The medieval fortifications of Delhi were further investigated in the Mehrauli
area to the arth of the Qutb.

The epigraphical discoveries were many and varied. Some inscriptions supply
new dates for known rulers and a few introduce new rulers.

Of the other discoveries, mention may be made of additional finds of stone
sculptures from the Buddhist caves at Pitalkhora in the Deccan. Previmumsdticed
Buddhist caves were found at Khambhalida in Saurashtra. Excavation at the top of
the caves at Junagadh exposed the remains of residential structures.

A large number of monuments received attention by way of structural repairs,
chemical preservation and general tidying up.

The architectural survey of temples progressed satisfactorily. In the north,
the Gupta temples and the early medieval templesagd$®han, Gujarat and central
" India were studied. In the south, interesting results were obtained by the analysis of
the elements of Pallava and other contemporary-oaticavetemples and monolithic
temples.
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Il. EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS *

ANDHRA PRADESH

1. EXCAVATION AT AMARAVATI, DISTRICT GUNTUR.d& Shri Krishna Murty
of the Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project of the Department, under the- direc
tion of Dr. R. Subrahmanyam, brought to light the damaged portion of the
original drum,ayakaplatformsandpradakshinapathaof the despoiledtupa(pl. | A).
Thestupaitself measured 168 ft. in diameter and pnadakshinapatha,excluding the
base of the railing, 11 ft. in width. Of the other structures, belonging to three Periods,
those of Period | were meagre and consisted only of aiddtgnl brick floor and steps
of irregular Cuddapah slabs. Period Il included an oblong chamber, a stipa,

10 ft. 8 in. in diameter, and a lirmncrete floor with plinths of various dimensions.
Belonging to Periodll were an elaborate enclostnmall, 129 ft. long and 3 ft. 9 in.
wide, with Cuddapaislab flooring in the interior, three votivaupas,a shrine of
Jambhala, five brick platforms and three isolated brick walls.

The association of the Northern Black Polidhe/are with Period I, of the
Rouletted Ware and limestone sculptures of the set¢bimd centuries A.D. with
Periodll and of the Celadon Ware and Tantric icons with Period Ill would reveahthat
site had been in occupation from the thsgktond centueis B.C. to the ninttenth
centuries A.D.

The antiquities included five crystal caskets (pl. Il A) recovered from the slots
made for them in therdhvapathaof the railing. An inscription of the second century
A.D. referred to the restoratigmavakamma)and another to the installation thfe
chetiyakambhawith dhatuon the southern side of tls¢upa.Also were foundslabs
portraying scenes from the life of Buddha such asMahabhinishkramandpl. I
B), stone images of Buddha and late iésit(pls. | B and C and Il D), particularly
Maitreya, Heruka, Tara and Ugilara, a stucco image of Jambhala and a limestone
lotusmedallion (pl. 1IC).

2. EXCAVATION AT NAGARJUNAKONDA, DISTRICT GUNTURGS In continua
tion of previous years' worfindian Archaeology 19585-A Review’, p. 22;195556,
p. 23;1956:57, p. 35;195758, p. 5), excavation was further extended this year to
cover an area of about 1,800 acres by the Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project
of the Department, under Dr. R. Submaainyam, assisted by Shri M. D. Khare,
Shri H. Sarkar, Shri Abdul Wahid Khan and Shri Raghbir Singh, with the general
guidance of Shri T. N. Ramachandran. The discoveries included neoliths, microliths
and megalithic burials, apart from numerous structures of the historical period, the
more important of which were a burnigat,a temple of Ashtabhujasvamin, a wide
irrigation-canal and a thirtyskpillared mandapa.

One of the areas yielded microliths mbn-geometric shapes in jasper, quartz,
quartzite, chalcedony, agate and crystal, without any pottery associated with them, the

! See fig. 1.
% This publication is referred to in the following pages by the year only.
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types represented being the point, burin and scraper, besides cores and coarse flakes. In
another area microliths and coarse flakes (pl. Il A, second row) were found in
association with pottery, mainly with a brown slip, conforming to the neolithic pottery of
Nagarjunakonda. The microliths belonged essentially to a -$iade industry,
consisting of lunates, crescents, crescentic points, scrapers, etc., besides @nere n

of fluted cores (pl. Ill B, first and second rows).

To the west of this area was another area with neolithic pits, their contents being
pottery, animal bones, microliths (pl. Il B, third row) and flake tools (pl. Il A, first
row), besides other sh@ objects and paste beads. The pits, mostly circular, vearied
diameter from 3 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. Pebbles near the edges of some of them suggélsead
probable use as a sort of shelter. One of the pits had an articulated skadaton
'sagging bumls'. A large number of polished stone axes, blades and flakaysil
(pl. M B, fourth row) and a bone tool were picked up from the area. The bfpestery
(fig. 2), in burnished grey, reddish brown and blagkd creanslipped wareswere the
typical neolithic urn with a flaring and ottirned rim, deep bowl and shallow
lid-cumdish, besides sherds with spouts, flat bases andbaisgs. The pottery was
mostly handmade. The decorations were simple and consisted of incised obligsiedine
leaf-designs, besides the usual band or rib around the body.

) (N =

>
= ) e
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FIG. 2. Nagarjunakonda: neolithic pottery

Megalith 11(195758, p. 5), an untrimmed cairaircle with an external diametef
24 ft. 10 in. (fig. 3), was found tanelose an oblong pit, which, at a depth of &fin.,
contained an extended and pattligarticulated adult skeleton oriented nestbuth on
a layer of ash on the pftoor. The broken skull was found in the northgrart of the
pit. There were six iromwbjects, including a javelin, 5 ft. 9 in. long, aptdesumably a
tanged dagger, besides pots.

Further excavation at Stupa 9 revealed four structural phases (pl. IV A), the
renovation of the last but one phase having taken place in the ninth regnal year of
Ehuvula Chamtamula. A small fragmentary inscription recovered from one of the
chambers of thestupamentionedkumarasiri-Vira, indicating that the complex had
been in existence during the time of Virapurushadatta. Contiguous to this was a unique
memorialstupawith a svastikaat the centre of the base (pl. IV B).

An oblong residential brick structure, having four compartments with a common
verandah, was found to the west of the 'auditorium'. It was superimposed by an early
medieval structure, associatedthviron slag, terracotta pipes and gnegre pottery.
Nearby was a limkilnd a circular rubble structure with narrow passages on four sides.

Of the excavated Buddhist remains, one was a ruthfeawith four associated
votive stupas.The former was decoted on the exterior with sculptured slabs. @he
the friezebeams recovered from the site contained the representation of the
xgssaﬂara-\]atakaand an inscription mentioningichayapuri,perhaps standing for

ijaya
pun.
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The other Buddhist structures includedclaaityagriha with a row of cells
towards the south in a fair state of preservation; a -fpoked stupa with
ayakaplatforms and a square central hub; a monastery complete with -sgoked
brick stupa,in an enclosure; a threingedvihara with three cells in each row; and a
sixteenpillared hall.

A thirtysix-pillared mandapa,adjacent, to a brick hall, possibly used as a
provisionshop, was exposed to view. Nearly a dozen steja@gewere found inside the
hall, along with a few miniature vessels, which might have been measures.

On the bank of the river Krishna, in the neddistern corner of the valley, long
rows of pillaredmandapashad previously been noticed, superimposed by medieval
rubble structures. These later structures were removed to expose the plans of the under
lying early Ikshvaku buildings. During this operaticm,slab bearing an inscription
(pl. V A), dated in the ninth regnal year of the Abhira king Vasishthiputra Vasushena
and recording the consecration of a wooden image of Ashtabhujasvamin, was discovered.
The record further mentionethahatalavara mahagramika mahadandanayaka
Sivasena of Kausikgotra, the Yavana princes of Sanjayapuri, Saka Rudradaman of
Avanti and Vishnurudrasivalananda Satakarni of Vanavasa, who appear to have had
some share in the consecration of the image and benefactions made in the reign of the
Abhira king.

The structural remains in the area comprised three sthiambers with a
dhvajastambhaopposite one of them. Two inscribed conches (pl. V B), one bearing i
addtion an incisecchakraon a pedestal flanked nkusaandchhattraon either side,
were found; one of the inscriptions reattagavato Athabhujasamisand the other
dachchinakanasaraA gold plaque (pl. V C), with a nobleman holding a lotus and
standing in the posture of adoration, was among the antiquities recovered from the
area.

Excavation on the northern slopes of the Nagarjuna hill on the-biaek
revealed to view remains of a crematiground (pl. VI A), presumably of the royal
family of the Ikshvakus. It had three units. The first consisted of huge pillared halls
with seating arrangements, fixbdnalingasat the corners and screenmadndapasA
sculpture of a lady against a ladder,lasugh jumping into fire (pl. VI B), mighduggest
thatsatihad been practised here. Slightly to the west of this and at a heyledrwas
the second unit, also a pillared hall. Another sculpture of a lady lyiatata (pl. VI C)
was recovered from thgte, along with huge pots used in funerary tiores. The third unit
comprised a ruined temple of Siva fronted gha&ajastambhawith an inscription of the
reign of Ehuvala Chamtamula referring to the god Bhagesvara (?).

Interesting was the discovenf a canal, 30 ft. wide and 6 ft. deep, running
eastwest, belonging to the Ikshvaku period. With ramps on both sides (pl. Vtha),
canatbed was traced to a length of 1000 ft. On the southern side of the wareal
two mandapaspne achatuhsalaand tre other a sixteepillared hall.

Interesting data, particularly on the sequence of structures built for miétary
residential purposes, were brought to light inside the citadel. Outside the western
gateway of the citadel, the existence of an outworkaobiban was suggested by a stron
brick wall, 6 to 7 ft. in height and 3 to 4 ft. in width. Extentions to the east of the
asvamedhaomplexbrought to light a number of residential structures enclosed by a
b_ncg }Nall, suggesting a deliberate partition for the royal buildings in this part of the
citadel.

Exploration revealed that the valley had four fortifications (fig. 4). The first,
built of rubble, stood at the entrance to the valley from the easternsided The
second, archaeologically the most important, enclosed the citadel of the Ikshvakus,
the bulk of the Ikshvaku buildings being situated between thed&@4006ft. contours.
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