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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 

The present number of Indian ArchaeologyðA Review incorporates, as did the 
previous numbers, all the available information on the varied activities in the field of 
archaeology in the country during the preceding official year. My grateful thanks are due 
to allðheads of the archaeological organizations in States and Universities, of Museums and of 
Research Institutes, my colleagues in the Union Department of Archaeology and a few 
individualsðwho supplied the material embodied in the following pages. I also thank 
those colleagues of mine who helped me in editing the Review and in seeing it through  the 
press. 

Considerations of space and others factors do not always permit the printing of 
the reports in the form in which they are received. All care has been taken to see that the 
essential facts and views contained in these reports are not affected in the process of 
abridging, and in some cases rewriting, them; this ensures that the responsibility for the 
facts and their interpretation remains with those who supplied them. Nevertheless, editorial 
slips may have crept in here and there in spite of my endeavours to avoid them.    For 
such slips I express my regret. 

New Delhi : 

The 11th October 1960 A. GHOSH 
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INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 1959 -60 

ðA REVIEW  

I. GENERAL  

AN OUTSTANDING EVENT OF THE YEAR WAS THE INAUGURATION, UNDER THE  
auspices of the Department of Archaeology, Government of India, of a School of 
Archaeology, which, in fact, marked the fulfilment of a long-felt need. For, though in the past the 
Department had been imparting training to young graduates and, sometimes, nominees of 
other archaeological organizations, the training was sporadic and incomplete; it could not in 
any way be regarded as a systematic attempt at producing a fully-equipped personnel. 

The highlight of the course of the School is an intensive practical training in excavation 
and preservation of monuments. To this is added a practical training in surveying, drawing, 
photography, chemical preservation of monuments and antiquities and museum-methods. 
On the theoretical side, besides traditional subjects like art, architecture, palaeography and 
numismatics, are taught, with considerable emphasis, prehistory and protohistoric and early 
historical archaeology, supplemented by elementary geology, anthropology and environmental 
archaeology. Also included are such subjectsðof doubtless importance to the professional 
archaeologistðas publication, including block-making and printing, and antiquarian laws. 
The course is rounded up by a visit to outstanding monuments and museums. 

The duration of each course, originally fifteen months, has now been extended to 
twenty, i.e. from October in one year to May in the third. At the end of the course is held an 
examination consisting of written papers, practical tests, essay and viva voce, and successful 
candidates are awarded a Diploma. 

The School has a well-equipped library of its own; besides, the students have full 
access to the rich Central Archaeological Library. Attached to the School is a museum, the 
special feature of which is a vast collection of pottery and other antiquities from important 
explored and excavated sites in the country. Besides, there are on display several charts and 
photographs illustrating such subjects as art, architecture and palaeography. 

The School functions under a Director who is a senior officer of the Department. 
Other senior officers of the Department and distinguished outsiders also give lectures on 
subjects of their specialization. 

For the first session the School has on its roll ten students, of whom one is a nominee of 
the Government of Burma. For the second session, scheduled to commence in October 
1960, a seat has been reserved for a nominee of His Majesty's Government of Nepal. Students 
not receiving emoluments from any source are given stipends. 

Another event of the year worth mentioning was the taking over of the important 
monuments in Jammu and Kashmir by the Department. A new Circle, called the Frontier 
Circle, has been created for the purpose. 
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Some time back, the Department had set up a small organization for the preparation of 
an authentic archaeological atlas of India; and it is to be noted with satisfaction that the 
project has made sufficient progress in spite of the serious difficulties in the way. 

A comparison of the map showing the regions explored and sites excavated during the 
year (fig. 1, p. 4) with the corresponding map in last year's Review will not show any enor-mous 
variation; in other words, even though the activities in the directions of explorations and 
excavations have been as brisk as in the preceding year, work has been concentrated on a few 
sites already taken up previously for obtaining a more detailed picture of the concerned cultures, 
instead of being spread over a large number of sites in search of mere sequence. Thus, further 
work was carried out at Nagarjunakonda in Andhra Pradesh, Sonpur and Vaisali in Bihar, 
Lothal in Gujarat, Nevasa in Maharashtra, T. Narasipur in Mysore, Ratnagiri in Orissa, 
Kausambi in Uttar Pradesh and Chandraketugarh in West Bengal. 

At Nagarjunakonda, besides further evidence on the Early and Middle Stone Age 
industries, much valuable knowledge was gathered on the neolithic, megalithic and early 
historical cultures. Particularly noteworthy was the regular occurrence of skeletal remains, 
together with the concomitant grave-furniture, in pit-circles, which were once thought to be 
mere 'macerating pits'. The excavation at Sonpur once more confirmed the priority of the 
black-and-red ware over the Northern Black Polished Ware. Two stupas adjoining the pillar 
of Asoka near Vaisali were excavated; one of them had interesting pre-Christian relics. The work 
at the Harappan site of Lothal was brought to conclusion by the clearance of a large part of the 
town-plan and identification of the inlet-channel of the dockyard. Work in the cemetery-area 
showed that the double-burials were confined to the late Phase. The excavation at Nevasa laid 
bare late medieval structures and revealed details not only of the way of the life of the 
chalcolithic people but also of their burial-customs. Of particular interest was the discovery 
here of the earliest specimen of silk in the country. The work at T. Narasipur further 
established that in south India there had existed a true neolithic culture with polished stone 
axes and burnished grey ware prior to the intrusion of the chalcolithic black-on-red ware 
from the northern Deccan. At Ratnagiri were obtained further details of Monasteries 1 and 2 
and the earlier structures on the site; a small brick temple of the Orissan rekha order was also 
exposed. At Kausambi, the inner side of the fortification, the exterior of which had already been 
excavated, was taken up with the idea of correlating the defences with the habi-tational strata. 
The work of Chandraketugarh brought to light further details of the colossal temple partially 
excavated previously. 

The new sites taken up during the year included Gilund in Rajasthan, Broach and 
Devnimori in Gujarat, Awra and Manoti in Madhya Pradesh and Bahurupa and Sawalda in 
Maharashtra. The work at Gilund, besides clearly demonstrating the priority of the 
white-painted black-and-red ware over the chalcolithic black-on-red ware of central India, 
partially brought to light the remains of a complicated structure consisting of a series of parallel 
and criss-cross walls of mud-brick, the intermediary space being stuffed with sand. The 
excavation at BroachðBharukachchha of Indian literatureðrevealed that the site went back to 
about the middle of the first millennium B.C. . At Devnimori were unearthed the remains of a 
Buddhist establishment including a massive stupa, the images on which showed Gandhara 
influence The excavations at Awra, Manoti, Bahurupa and Sawalda revealed facets of the 
chalcolithic cultures of central India and the northern Deccan. The work at these sites- 
Devnimori Awra Manoti, Bahurupa and Sawalda-was the outcome of the threat from 
irrigation-projects that are shortly to drown the regions in which they are located. 

So also were the explorations in the Chambal valley in Madhya Pradesh, where tools of 
Series I and II and chalcolithic and historical remains were encountered, and in the Kasai 
(Kangsabati) valley in West Bengal, which revealed human remains right from the 
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GENERAL 

palaeolithic down to historical times.   Other river-valleys yielded tools of Series I and II and, in one case, 
fossil-remains. 

Epigraphical research continued to add to our knowledge of ancient and medieval history of the 
country. Thus, a fragmentary inscription on a stone pillar, possibly the remnant of a new edict of Asoka, 
found at Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh, suggests that the celebrated Buddhist stupa of the place might well go 
back to the third century B.C. The inscriptions from Nagarjunakonda are important for the history and 
chronology of the Ikshvakus as also for the date of the Pallava conquest of Andhrapatha. An inscription, 
found at Malai-vadikkurichchi in District Tiruvenveli and dated in the seventeenth year of the reign of Maran 
Chendan, is the earliest amongst the Pandya inscriptions known hitherto. A seventh-century inscription from 
Kabul records the installation of an image of Maha-Vinayaka by a Shahi king. 

Amongst the Arabic and Persian inscriptions are some thirteenth-century epitaphs, mostly from 
Cambay in Gujarat, which provide valuable data for a study of the relations of India with west Asia. 
Particularly noteworthy is an inscription from Cambay which corroborates the story narrated by an early 
thirteenth-century Muslim author about the high standard of justice displayed by the famous Chaulukyan 
ruler of Gujarat, Siddharaja Jaya-simha (1094-1143), who caused to be rebuilt a mosque which had been 
demolished in the course of some communal disturbances. 

The latest in the chain of the local museums of the Department is the Tipu Sultan Museum at 
Srirangapatna. Located in the Darya-Daulat-Bagh, the Museum displays the relics associated with Hyder 
ó
Ali and Tipu Sultan. In arranging the display great care had been taken not to disturb the extensive paintings 
on the walls and ceilings of the building, which itself is a monument of national importance. 

The architectural survey of temples registered further progress. In the northern region a detailed study 
was made of temples dating from 400 to 800 and providing a link between the Gupta and Pratihara styles of 
architecture. Work on the distinctive group of brick temples in Kanpur and Fatehpur Districts of Uttar 
Pradesh was also taken up. In the southern region, particularly noteworthy was the discovery of four 
cave-temples at Advi-Somanapalli, District Karimnagar, Andhra Pradesh. Besides, the survey of the 
cave-temples in the Pandya and Kerala regions was continued. A detailed study of the recently-excavated 
brick temples at Nagarjunakonda revealed many an interesting feature. 

The work on the conservation of monuments continued in full swing. Particular mention may be 
made of the following: the Zanana-Mahal, Siva temple, Allah Kabra's house and other monuments at 
Chitorgarh; the rock-cut caves at Ajanta, Ellora, and Aurangabad; Hauz-Khas, the tomb of Sultan-Ghari, 
Kotla Firuz Shah, Jami'-Masjid and Jantar-Mantar in Delhi; the Sibdol temple at Sibsagar; the Sun temple 
at Konarak; the Tantipura mosque and other monuments at Gaur; Mariam's house and other monuments at 
Fatehpur Sikri; the palace-complex in the fort at Golkonda, the Svarga-Brahma and other temples at 
Alam-pur; Dariya-Daulat-Bagh at Srirangapatna; and the Papanatha and other temples at Patad-kal. 
Amongst the excavated sites at which conservation-measures were undertaken were Salihundam, Lothal, 
Ratnagiri, Kausambi and Sarnath. 

The work of chemical preservation included the cleaning of the paintings at Ajanta, Bagh and 
Srirangapatna. 
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II. EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS 1 

 



ANDHRA   PRADESH 

1. EXCAVATION AT NAGARJUNAKONDA, DISTRICT GUNTUR.ðIn continuation of previous years' 
work (Indian Archaeology 1958-59ðA Review,

2
 p. 5), excavation in the Nagarjunakonda valley by the 

Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project of the Department,
3
 under Dr. R. Subrahmanyam, assisted by Shri H. 

Sarkar, Shri Raghbir Singh and Shri Abdul Wahid Khan, with general guidance from Shri T. N. 
Ramachandran, brought to light new evidences on the palaeolithic, microlithic, neolithic and megalithic 
cultures, apart from laying bare remains of the historical period. 

Trenches laid in the north-western corner of the valley (fig. 2; pi. I A) revealed palaeolithic tools, 
mostly cleavers (pi. I B), below a pebbly stratum, layer 7 and a subsequent blade-flake industry (pi. I C) on an 
earlier talus-surface, layer 5. These two layers, 5 and 7, were practically bereft of tools save a few 
palaeoliths. The intervening layer, 6, an irregular gravelly deposit, occasionally yielded a few tools and cores 
in the Upper Palaeolithic tradition. No blade-flake was discovered below layer 4, overlying the talus-surface. 
The evidence clearly indicated a time-interval between the palaeolithic and blade-flake industries. 

 

 

 

 

 



INDIAN ARCHAEOLOG Y 1959-60-A REVIEW 

The repeated occurrence of pebble-deposits within the valley may suggest that the river Krishna once 
extended its arms into the interior of the valley. 

A microlithic site was discovered on the eastern bank of a perpetual rivulet within the 
valley. It appeared to be a factory-site, where finished toolsðthose too mostly unused or 
rejectedðconstituted a negligible proportion to pebbles, cores and waste flakes. The 
industry was essentially a non-geometric one in chert or flint, not associated with pottery. 
The tools consisted of retouched and unretouched blades, lunates, crescentic points, 
scrapers and a solitary burin. A fairly large number of quartzite blade-flakes were recovered 
with microliths, though it was difficult to determine whether they were an appendage to the 
microlithic industry or were a survival of a previous facies. 

A microlithic industry in quartz, consisting of such tools as awls, points, scrapers 
and burins, but no blades, was found on the surface near the river. Blade-flakes were noticed in 
this area also. 

Further excavation at the neolithic sites exposed the plan of an oblong house 
measuring 18 x 14 ft. (pl. II A). Two large pits, possibly pit-hearths, situated in the centre of 
the house, yielded a blunt-butted axe and a fabricator, besides fragmentary animal bones, 
potsherds and crystal microliths. Another pit in the vicinity had the skeletal remains of a 
deer in association with two intact  pots. 

Twelve out of a total number of eighteen megaliths were excavatedðall located in a 
cluster in close proximity to the south-east corner of the Ikshvaku citadel. Outwardly the 
megaliths of this cluster were, as a rule, cairn-circles (pl. II B). The stone circles, built of 
unhewn granite boulders, varied in diameter from 12 to 30 ft. The site had not been occupied 
prior to the construction of the megaliths. One of the excavated megaliths, Megalith VII, 
revealed an oblong cist (pl. III A), all the others being pit-circles. 

The cist of Megalith VII, deeply buried in the pit, internally measured 5 ft. 11 in. x 
1 ft. 6 in. at the floor-slab level. To prevent an inward collapse, the eastern and western 
orthostats were erected inside the longer orthostats, the ends of which projected by 9 in. late-
rally. There was no port-hole in any of the orthostats. The multiple capstone over the 
filling of the pit was visible through the denuded cairn bounded by a stone circle, 18 ft. in 
internal diameter. The grave-furniture, consisting of seventeen pots and three iron objects, 
was kept outside the cist. Right on the floor-slab were two long human bones and a copper 
armlet (pl. III B), while some animal bones lay over a thin deposit of fine earth covering the 
human bones towards the west. A few human bones and animal bone splinters also 
occurred outside the cist at the level of the pottery. The cist was closed with three 
covering-slabs, out of which the middle one was found to have been removed. A few pots 
kept at a higher level outside the cist and a few overlying the covering-slabs indicated 
secondary offerings. No stand was found in the pottery recovered from the cist-circle, 
though it was of common occurrence in the pit-circles. 

The pit-circles presented homogenous characteristics, though with variations in 
details. A uniform principle was followed in the arrangement of bones and offerings in all of 
them. Over the rugged surface of the pit-floor, carried deep into the hard granitic rock, was 
spread a 3- to 6-in. thick bed of ash for carrying bones. The primary offerings, consisting of the 
usual megalithic pottery, iron objects and beads, were arranged over the ashy bed. The secondary 
offerings were kept over the primary ones, which were generally covered by a thin deposit of 
fine alluvial clay. The pits were filled up with grey alluvial clay occasionally mixed with 
stones. The filling, spread laterally on the top of the pit and finally covered with a cairn-heap 
or a mere scattering of rubble, was bounded by a stone circle. 

Megalith IV had the largest stone circle in the cluster, measuring 30 ft. internally. 
The pit, 9 ft. 9 in. x 3 ft. 10 in. at the bottom, oriented east-west, was carried down to a depth of 7 
ft. 9 in. below the ancient level into the hard granitic rock.   It yielded no furnishing goods 
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or skeleton, with the exception of two small splinters of bones on the pit-floor. The pit was 
filled with grey alluvial clay, at the top of which a hole, 4|in. in diameter, slightly tilted upwards 
towards the west, was found cut to a depth of 2 ft. The low cairn was mostly composed of 
quartzite rubble and muddy earth. 

Megalith V (fig. 3), with a loose rubble scattering over it, was bounded by a stone 
circle, 22 ft. 3 in. in internal diameter. The pit, measuring 9 ft. x 3 ft. 4 in., was 6 ft. 7 in. deep. Its 
floor, oriented north-south, was covered with an ashy bed of a maximum thickness of 1 ft., over 
which lay disarticulated human bones belonging to more than one individual, with a skull 
towards the north. Twentyfour pots, consisting of the stand, dish and bowl of the 
Black-and-red Ware, were placed along the sides of the pit. Of the iron objects, one was a 
42-in. long lance and another a wedge. 

Megalith VI, with a stone circle 26 ft. 6 in. in internal diameter, had an oblong pit, 9 
ft. deep; it had its major axis oriented east-west and was undercut towards the bottom to the 
size of 10 ft. 6 in. x 5 ft. Twentyeight pots and two iron objects constituted the offerings, which 
appeared to have been placed on three different occasions. Three fragmentary skulls and 
bones belonging to more than one individual were interred over a 6-in. thick bed of ash spread on 
the pit-floor. Some animal bones also occurred as secondary offerings towards the south-west 
corner of the pit. 

Megalith VIII had a pit, 9 ft. 8 in. x 4 ft. 1 in. at the floor and 7 ft. deep, oriented 
east-west. The low cairn enclosed by a stone circle, 24 ft. 4 in. in diameter, dwindled towards 
the centre. Over a 6-in. thick ashy bed on the pit-floor were laid a few splinters of bone, 
fourteen pots, including a large jar bearing on the shoulder applied bands with finger-tip 
impressions, six iron objects and a terracotta spindle-whorl. As in Megalith IV, here again an 
obliquely-cut hole, 1 ft. 6 in. deep and 3 in. wide, was noticed dug into the top of a 
greyish alluvial filling. 

Megalith IX (pl. II B) revealed a multiple capstone composed of seven oblong slabs 
covered by a low cairn within a stone circle, 19 ft. in internal diameter. The capstones, 
placed in a north-south direction at right angles over the major axis of the oblong pit below, 
varied in dimensionsðthe largest measuring 10 ft. x 2 ft. x 101/2 in. and the smallest 3 ft. 6 in. 
x 1 ft. 4 in. x 11 in. On one of the slabs was depicted on one of its sides touching the next slab a 
roughly hollowed-out figure of an animal, while the upper side of another slab bore 
petro-glyphic carvings in half-an-inch thick lines, representing figures of indeterminate shapes, 
one perhaps an animal with a rider. The east-west grave-pit, measuring 9 ft. x 4 ft. at the floor 
and 7 ft. 3 in. deep, yielded thirty pots and seven iron objects with a few bones, probably animal, 
laid over a 3-in. thick bed of lime. The offerings in this megalith seemed to have been placed on 
three different occasions. 

Megalith X, with a stone circle of 23 to 25 ft. internal diameter, revealed a 6-ft. deep pit 
oriented north-south, measuring 8 ft. x 3 ft. 9 in. On a thin bed of lime over the pit-floor were 
disarticulated human bones, seemingly belonging to more than one individual. Sixteen pots, 
including a jar, and five iron objects were placed along the sides of the pit around the bones. 
Some of the offerings appeared to have been kept subsequent to the  interment of bones. 

Megalith XI presented the smallest circle in the group, with an internal diameter of 
12 ft. The oblong grave-pit, 8 ft. 2 in. x 4 ft. 4 in., was oriented north-south and cut into the 
hard rock to a depth of 6 ft. On the pit-floor was spread a 6- to 9-in. thick bed of fine lime and 
earth, over which disarticulated human bones were placed, with a skull towards the north 
and another in the middle. Thirteen pots and an iron object were recovered from the bottom 
of the pitða few of them indicative of secondary offering. A terracotta spindle-whorl was 
found below the second skull. 

Megalith XII had a stone circle, 18 ft. 6 in. in internal diameter, and a pit, oriented 
north-south, measuring 8 ft. 3 in. x 3 ft.  7 in. and dug down to a depth of 8 ft. 3 in. 
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EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS 

A bundle of disarticulated human bones was placed over a thick ashy bed on the pit-floor 
within an area demarcated by a few stones. Three iron objects and eight pots were primarily 
placed at the level of the bones, over which a 3-in. thick accumulation of ash and lime carried 
two pots placed as secondary offerings. A 1-ft. thick deposit of grey alluvial earth covered the 
grave-furniture, over which lay the articulated skeleton of a. grown-up bovine animal towards 
the northern half of the pit. The skull-cap of the animal was cut slightly above the upper teeth 
portion on the alveolar margin, indicating a sacrifice. A single pot was placed beside the 
animal. Over another 1-ft. thick deposit of alluvial earth covering the skeleton was found the 
articulated skeleton of a second animal, probably a calf. 

Megalith XIII had a stone circle with an internal diameter of 18 ft. to 19 ft. 6 in. The 
north-south pit, 8 ft. 5 in. x 3 ft. 5 in., was 7 ft. 5 in. deep. Over the pit-floor, covered with a 4- 
to 6-in. thick ashy bed, lay disarticulated human bones with funerary offerings of eight pots. 
Nine pots were subsequently placed on 6- to 12-in. thick deposit of alluvial earth covering the 
lower ashy bed. 

Megalith XIV had a stone circle, 17 ft. to 19 ft. 6 in. in internal diameter. Within it 
an oblong grave-pit, oriented north-south and measuring 8 ft. 3 in. x 2 ft. 9 in., was sunk to 
a depth of 5 ft. 1 in. Over a 3-in. thick bed of ash covering the uneven surface of the pit-floor 
lay a fully-articulated and extended skeleton, perhaps of an adult female (pl. IV A). The 
skeleton, 5 ft. 2 in. long, lay with the skull towards the north and the body, turned to the left, 
facing east. Spiral ear-rings made of gold wire (pl. IV B and C) were lying near the ear-lobe 
portion of the skull. Thirtyfive gold beads and eighteen silver spacing-beads (pl. IV C) were 
found in the neck region of the skeleton. The hands touched the pelvic region. The 
skeleton was surrounded by funerary offerings consisting of twelve pots and two iron objects. 
A few animal bones were also lying over an ashy deposit covering the skeleton. The pit was 
filled with brownish alluvial earth and stones. 

Megalith XV was the second pit-circle in the present group to yield a complete 
human skeleton. The disturbed stone circle internally measured 14 ft. in diameter. The 
east-west pit, 8 ft. 61/3 in. x 3 ft., was 5 ft. 8 in. deep. A 6-in. thick bed of ash and lime covered 
the rugged pit-floor. Over this bed lay a 5-ft. long extended and fully-articulated skeleton with 
an east-west orientation, the major axis being 106° 30' magnetic and the skull placed towards 
east. The body faced south, and its folded arms rested on the chest. The primary offerings 
consisted of five pots and an iron object, while the secondary ones were represented by six pots 
placed over a 8- to 12- in. thick deposit of alluvial earth and lime covering the skeleton.   The 
filling of the pot was the usual grey alluvial earth. 

The excavation of the rubble structures (fig. 4), distributed practically all over the 
valley but with a concentration to the east of the citadel, revealed their residential character, 
though mostly only their compound-walls, the largest of them measuring 250 x 200 ft., could be 
found. The general plan of the area, lying to the east of the citadel, would clearly show that it 
represented a well-laid-out township, possibly the eastern part of Vijayapuri mentioned 
in inscriptions. It was provided with streets, lanes and by-lanes, measuring 25 ft., 15 ft. 
and 8 ft. in width respectively. The main street practically divided the township into two 
halves. That these structures belonged to the Ikshvaku period was evident from the typical 
pottery, terracotta figurines, beads, metal objects and a large number of lead coins belonging to 
the first three Ikshvaku kings. Practically every compound was found to have been associated 
with large storage-jars (pl. V A), often arranged in rows. The most interesting amongst 
these units was a house identified as a goldsmith's shop (pl. V B), which yielded terracotta 
crucibles, a touchstone, an iron pestle, terracotta and stone weights, terracotta bangles, ear-rings 
and oblong moulds with designs for ornaments (pl. VI). Another house in the same area had a 
hoard of nine hundred Ikshvaku coins kept in a small pot. 
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EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS 

2. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT KURNOOL.ðFurther exploration (1958-59, p. 10) was carried-out by 
Shri N. Isaac of the Deccan College Post-graduate and Research Institute, Poona, partially in association 
with Dr. H. D. Sankalia.   The results were as follows. 

First, it became possible to correlate broadly and provisionally almost all the sites 
with the terraces observed at Krishnapuram on the river Bhavanasi, at. Yeguvacherlopalli, 
Dornal and Tokapalli on the Tigaleru, at Ummadivaram on the Kandleru, at Chepalamadugu 
and Gollapalli on the Duvvali, at Yerragondapalem, Malinthapadu, Markapur, Gollapalli 
and Urnmadivaram on the Gundlakamma and at Tandrapad on the left bank of the Tunga- 
bhadra near Kurnool, the last-named site being discovered by Dr. Sankalia. 
 Two terraces, followed by a modern flood-terrace, were noticed. The first was at the 

highest level and the modern flood-terrace at the lowest level in relation fo the water-table,  the second 
occurring in between the two.   Two gravel-deposits found in association with the deposits of the rivers 
differed from one another in character and composition but fitted in fairly well with the character and 
composition of the two early terraces. 

The archaeological material discovered in association with the deposits related 
provisionally to the two terraces consisted of tools of Series I and II. The earlier 
gravels related to the first terrace yielded tools of Series I, invariably with some 
fresh tools of Series II. The younger gravels, related to Terrace II, yielded tools of the latter 
Series, sometimes with heavily-rolled tools of the earlier Series and, at one or two places, 
especially at Krishnapuram, with some fresh flake-blades of quartzite, technologically diffe- 
rent from tools of Series II and certainly not partaking of the character of the microlithic 
industry.    

Secondly, at a number of places, such as Yeguvacherlopalli, Dornal, Ummadivaram, Miriampallf, 
Yerragondapalem, Markapur, Ravipadu, Giddaluru, Diguvametta, Dronachalam, Bugganipalli and Panyam 
Cement-factory, lithic tools and megaliths were found close to-gether. Further, at such places as 
Timmapuram, Tokapalli, Kalagotla and Patapadu, stone tools, megaliths and the remains of the early 
historical period were found to co-occur. Disturbed megaliths at a number of places yielded the 
Black-and-red Ware. From the histori-cal sites came the Red Polished Ware and sometimes also the 
Black-and-red Ware. 

 

Dr. A. P. Khatri of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, New Delhi, explored the 
caves and rock-shelters in the limestone area of the Erramalai hills. Besides visiting the known groups of 
caves, viz. Billasurgam, Krishnamakona, Sanyasulgavi, Gurlagutta and Yaganti, he discovered three large 
caves in a thickly-forested gorge in the Nilakoya valley, situated more than 15 ft. above the ground-level and 
possessing undisturbed floor-debris. Near the Bugga temple on the Kurnool-Betamcharla road, a 
rock-shelter having paintings in red ochre was discovered, with chalcedony microliths, such as fluted cores, 
scrapers, points and flakes, occurring in its vicinity. 

A megalithic site was also/discovered on the northern bank of the Tungabhadra behind the 
medieval fortress, opposite the town of Kurnool. The sitens on a mound, now a ploughed field, with a 
scatter of pottery and neoliths all around.  

Near the megalithic site were obtained from the high grounds a large number of 
jasper tools of Series II.     
          According to Dr. Khatri's observations, some of the sections of the Sagileru near Giddalur, said 
to be revealing the Pleistocene sequence, were actually of recent origin, which could have been formed by 
the river in any flood.   On the other hand, three terraces were noted by him on the Sagileru, the topmost 
one being the earliest. On the earliest he found a factory-site with a large number of fresh tools.   The tools 
obtained from the last terrace, formed by the present bed of the river, were rolled, being possibly derived 
from the earliest.  The second terrace, under cultivation, could not be examined. 

 

11 



INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 1959-60ðA REVIEW 

A rich collection of tools was made from the sites previously named as Giddalur I 
and Giddalur II. The collection included Clactonian flakes, the platforms of which were 
faceted after they had been flaked, thus showing a great resemblance to the Levallois flakes. 

Dr. Khatri made a fresh collection of a large number of neolithic tools from the top 
of the Sannarasamma hill, near Sanganakallu, about 3 miles north-east of Bellary. The 
collection included a few new types of neolithic celts along with axe-like cores bearing a 
superficial resemblance to Acheulian handaxes. The importance of this discovery lies in the 
fact that such cores are found at the flint-factory sites at Sukkur and Rohri in Sind. 

Shri B. Raja Rao of the South-eastern Circle of the Department collected a number of 
palaeoliths from three sites, Kakanur, Santajutuni and Bandi-Atmakur, along the stream 
Galeru in Nandyal Taluk. Of the palaeoliths collected from Kakanur (fig. 5, 1 and 2), a 
handaxe showed a heavy patination and encrustation of gravel and kankar. Bifacial tools 
were collected from Santajutuni (fig. 5, 3 and 4). The collection from Bandi-Atmakur 
(fig. 5, 5-8) included handaxes and a few flakes, of which one was encrusted with gravel and 
kankar. 

On a mound near Kakanur, the well-known Russet-coated Painted Ware and a 
black-and-red polished ware were found. 

3. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT   MEDAK.-In the course of his exploration, Shri 
A. V. Narasimha Murty of the South-eastern Circle of the Department collected microliths 
from sites near Domargu, Bodupatla and Bardipur.   At Domargu, microliths, including 
points, scrapers and blades, fluted chert cores and a few pieces of hand-made grey pottery, 
thick in section and coarse in fabric, were picked up. 

4. EXPLORATION  NEAR   YELLESWARAM,   DISTRICT   NALGONDA.ðThe   Yelle- 
swaram valley, already known for its medieval structures (1958-59, p. 11) was also found to be 
rich in megalithic and neolithic remains.   Further exploration by Shri H. Sarkar of the 
Nagarjunakonda Excavation Project   of the Department,   under the general guidance  of 
Dr. R. Subrahmanyam,  brought to light an early palaeolithic site on a high ground at the 
confluence of the Peddavagu-nulla with the Krishna   near Rayavaram.   The   tools,   com- 
prising handaxes, ovates, cleavers and a small number of bifacially-worked choppers on 
quartzite pebbles (pl. VII A), represented typologically the Abbevillian to Acheulian stages. 

BIHAR 

5. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICTS DHANBAD.  HAZARIBAGH, PALAMAU   RANCH I 
AND S1NGHBHUM.-Under the auspices of the K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute, Patna Shri 
Sita Ram Roy, assisted by Dr. B. S. Verma and Shri L. A. Narain, carried out exploration in 
south Bihar. 

The valleys of the North Koel (District Palamau), the South Koel (District Ranchi) the 
Damodar (Districts Hazaribagh and Dhanbad) and the Sanjai and Suvarnarekha (District 
Singhbhum) were surveyed and a few Stone Age sites were discovered. 

The only palaeolithic site explored by the party was at Rajarappa in District Hazari-
bagh, though a few palaeoliths were picked up also from the sites adjoining the Barda 
bridge and Lotapahar near Chakradharpur. The palaeoliths from the site consisted of tools of 
Series 1 on quartzite or sandstone. 

Marvania and Pratappur in District Palamau were found to be rich microlithic sites A 
large number of microlithic tools, both   geometric  and   non-geometric,   representing 
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